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     This is a far cry from the 
importance that the stocking 
held in Christmas lore of the 
past.  In fact the very first 
delivery system that the Real 
Santa Clause, St. Nicholas of 
Myra (a town in Turkey) used 
was the dropping of coins into 
the Stockings of three poor 
young women. According to 
Wikipedia, “In his most fa-
mous exploit however, a poor 
man had three daughters but 
could not afford a proper 
dowry for them.  This meant 

 

 The Smallest 
Gift 

 
      In the order of Christmas  
presents importance I some-
times feel that the Christmas 
Stockings has fallen down the 
list.  I mean that when the good 
old Stockings is compared with 
all of the larger and more flashy 
electronic gifts that await to be 
opened under the tree, well, it 
just does not match up any-
more.  Filled with candy and 
small items like that, how can it 
compete anymore?  I would 
imagine that in most homes, the 
stocking has been relegated to 
most likely an afterthought.  
The stocking has become the 
final thing to be opened or 
looked in before going back to 
the “Real” presents. 
 
 
 

that they would remain un-
married and probably, in ab-
sence of any other possible 
employment would have to 
remain poor.  Hearing of the 
poor man's plight, Nicholas 
decided to help him but being 
too modest to help the man in 
public, (or to save the man the 
humiliation of accepting char-
ity), he went to his house un-
der the cover of night and 
threw three purses (one for 
each daughter) filled with 
gold coins through the win-
dow opening into the man's 
house.” 
 
     Wikipedia continues to say 
about St. Nicholas, “One ver-
sion has him throwing one 
purse for three consecutive 
nights.  Another has him 
throw the purses over a period 
of three years, each time the 
night before one of the daugh-
ters comes "of age".   Invaria-
bly, the third time the father 

Upcoming Calendar 

 

• Sunday, December 20, 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
Friendship Time 

• Tuesday December 22, 
10:30 am DWF, 7:00 pm 
DWF Night Group 

• Wednesday, December 23, 
NO Wonderful Wednesday 

• Thursday, December 24, 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service, NO 
Knitting, NO Choir 

• Friday, December 25, Christ-
mas Day, Office Closed 

 
     Hanging of the Greens 
was a great success despite 
the weather conditions.  
We just feel blessed to 
have had as many here as 
we had, about 171. 
 
     Everything was abso-

lutely beautiful and the program went very 
well.  The reception was also great, and eve-
rything delicious.  We could not have done it 

Hanging of the Greens Was a Great Success, Thanks to All 

without the help of you volunteers! 
 
     Sincere thanks goes out to each and everyone 
who took part in making this year a great suc-
cess!  No matter what capacity you helped in, 
please know each and everyone is most truly 
appreciated and we can’t thank you enough! 
 
     Also, thanks to each of you who dared the 
weather and came out to be a part of this service.  
We were very blessed again this year.  Thanks 
again one and all! 

(Cont’d on page 2) 

This Needs Your  
Attention Now 

 
Christmas Tree Angel gifts are 
due here at the church by Sun-
day, December 20, wrapped and 
ready, see article on page 2. 
 
Be sure and pick up your offering 
envelopes in the Narthex.  They 
are available as of Sunday, De-
cember 20th.  Any you can de-
liver to someone not here would 
save a lot of postage and be very 
helpful. 
 
Remember our sick and shut-ins 
with a phone call, card, or visit. 
 
Make plans to attend our Special 
Christmas Eve Service and An-
nual Post Christmas Brunch on 
January 3 @ 10:30 am. 



News From Around the Church 
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Attendance Figures:   

Sunday School Attendance:  56 
Worship Attendance:  86 
  

Offerings and Income:  
Current and Mission:  $3,399.00 
Building Fund:  $545.00 
Memorials: $75.00 
Grand Total: $4,019.00 
Memorials in memory of Mike David , 
from Mozelle Obenshain, & Gladys 
Blair, in honor of Hazel Moody, from 
Pat Crockett 

Prayer Cues for Belmonters 
 

As you go to God in prayer this week, consider 
including the following prayer cue in your devo-

tions.  

 
 
Lord, so often I have 
walked alone instead of 
in your spirit.  Guide my 
footsteps this day I pray. 
 

              Amen 
                                  

Pastor’s Pen   (cont’d from page 1) 

presents that are hiding in the bottom of 
our stockings remind us that God  can 
give the best gifts in the smallest pack-
age. We remember that God chose to act 
for the saving grace of all of humankind 
by presenting us with the smallest of 
gifts.  
 
     God’s greatest gift came wrapped in 
cloth much like that of our stockings 
today.  Jesus was born in the bottom of 
society, hidden from the world that was 
looking past Him to the larger and more 
bigger “present” that they saw.  Jesus 
would have been the overlooked present 
had God’s hand not have been upon 
Him.  God used this small gift to change 
the lives of His people.  Much like that 
of the small gift of St. Nicholas in the 
lives of the young women.  
 
      Praying for you as I hope you are 
praying for me. 
 
 Craig 
 
 

Christmas Angel Tree 
Reminder 

 
     All of our angels have 
been adopted. The gifts 
are due back at the 
church, wrapped with the 
angel tag attached no later than this com-
ing Sunday, December 20. 
 
    Thank you so much to all who sup-
ported this event.  You have given chil-
dren a nice Christmas who otherwise 
would not have had one. 
 
 
 

Offering Envelopes 
For the Year 2010 

 
     It’s that time of year again.  The of-
fering envelopes are ready for pickup.  
They will be in the Narthex on Sunday, 
December 20th.   Any that you can de-
liver to someone not here will save on 
postage tremendously, and we thank you! 
 

Our Stewardship for the 
Past Week  

discovered the identity of their benefac-
tor. In one version the father confronts 
the saint, only to have Saint Nicholas 
say it is not him he should thank, but 
God alone.  In another version, Nicho-
las learns of the poor man's plan and 
drops the third bag down the chimney 
instead; a variant holds that the daugh-
ter had washed her stockings that eve-
ning and hung them over the embers to 
dry, and that the bag of gold fell into 
the stocking.” 
 
     These small gifts placed into the 
stocking of the young women was a life 
changing event in their lives.  The small 
amount of gold was enough to have a 
great impact for this family.  This is 
one of the reasons that small chocolate 
coins are found in stockings that have 
been hung up on the mantle of a fire-
place or nailed to the walls of homes. 
Many of us just thought that the candy 
was good to eat.  Within a few years of 
the generosity of St. Nicholas, the cus-
tom had spread throughout the Chris-
tian world.  The giving of gifts has 
started its long march down through 
history.  
 
     While the stocking may have fallen 
from favor in the eyes of children try-
ing to get to the much larger presents 
that are waiting behind it, the stocking 
still has some important role to play in 
the teaching of the Chirstmas story.  
The small and sometime overlooked 

 

Missing Umbrella 
 

     Will the person who took a Large Blue 
and White Umbrella marked “Motorola” 
please return to the Church. 
 
     Thank You! 
                      Doug Moore 
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The Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids Connection 

 T h e 
youth of the 
church need 
your help.  
When you 
are out fin-
ishing your 

Christmas shopping, would you please pick 
up an extra can or two of food?  Our annual 
District 3 Souper Bowl Party is scheduled 
for Sunday, February 7th.  Many of you 
may remember that we won the “Souper 
Bowl Trophy” last year and the youth 
would like to keep it again this year.  The 
collection was almost 2000 items.  Can we 
top it this year?  We will have bags avail-
able after Christmas.  Thanks for your help. 

 We have received 
definite word that Gilee 
Corral will be in town 
from late on Dec. 27th 
until early the 29th.  So 
the plan is to have a 
movie/pizza party on 

Monday evening, the 28th from 6:00—
8:30 p.m. at the church.  The youth will 
be meeting up on Third Floor in the 
youth room to watch a movie and have 
pizza.  Please bring $4 to offset the cost 
of the pizza and drinks. 
 Church members are invited to drop 
by and visit with Gilee and Sal during 
her brief visit “home” from London.  
We are excited to have this unexpected 
visit and look forward to catching up 
with Gilee.  If you would like to join us 
for pizza, please see Pastor Elaine or 
call the church office so we will have 
enough pizza. 

Souper Bowl Coming 

Concerning the  
Newsletter 

 
     You will note that 
the January calendar is 
enclosed with the news-
letter a little early this 

time.  Due to the holidays coming up 
and Elaine and Pastor Craig being on 
vacation during part of this time, we 
will be doing a Short Newsletter the 
week of Christmas and NO Newsletter 
the week after Christmas.  We will be 
back on schedule  January 6th.    

 
      

Church Women United 
 
     The Annual Meeting will be Friday, 
January 22nd.   
 
     See Faye Askew for 
details. 
 

 

Please Note Address 
 

     This past week we lost one of our 
old-time members, Hannon Radford.  
For anyone who would like to send a 
card to his sister, her address is as fol-
lows: 

Peggy Lakes 
129 Hershberger Rd, NW 

Roanoke, Va.  24012 
 
 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
 

     The Birthday Party 
for Jesus on Wednes-
day, December 16th 
was the last Wonderful 
Wednesday until Wednesday, January 
13, 2010 at 5:15 pm.   
 
     Watch your Newsletter and bulletin 
insert for the menu which will be an-
nounced closer to time. 

Reminders 
 

     Please make plans to 
attend Worship Service 
on Sunday, December 
27th at 11:00 am with 
Rev. Austin.  There will 
not be any Sunday 

School classes this day, but will be a 
Friendship Reception following Worship.   
 
     ALSO:  Make plans to 
come to the Post Christmas 
Brunch which will be on 
Sunday, January 3, 2010. 
 

See you there! 
 
 

Weather Policy 
 

     Watch your TV stations 7, 10, or 13 for 
reports of closing 

Welcoming Party for Gilee Plans for Christmas Break 

 Just a reminder that 
we will not be having 
youth groups for the 
next three weeks, De-
cember 23th, 30th, and 
January 6th.  All three 
youth groups will re-
sume on Wednesday, 

January 13th.  It will be a good time to 
get started if you have not participated 
before.  We have a great time on 
Wednesday nights, with three youth 
groups—one for 4 year olds through 
third grade (the JYF); one for grades 4-
6 (the ChiRho) and one for grades 7-12 
(the CYF).  Make a New Year’s resolu-
tion to get involved!!  Have a Merry 
Christmas. 



 For Your Information 
          News You Can Use             

Belmont Christian Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Still the friendly church on the corner! 

 

See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!    
Visit us on the web at: www.belmontchristianchurch.net 

The Belmont Christian 
A publication of: 

Belmont Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 

Service Times: 
Sunday School: 9: 45 AM 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Family Night: 6:00 PM  
 
Rev. Craig Rutherford, Sr. Minister 
Rev. Elaine Austin, Director of Youth and Family Life 

 
 

Phone: 540.343.7502 
Fax: 540.344.4706 
Email: belmontchristianchurch@yahoo.com 

Belmont Christian Church 
1101 Jamison Avenue 
Roanoke, VA 24013 
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 Prayer List: 
Our Church Family:  Joseph & Jennifer 
Bailey & family, Jean David & family in 
the death of her son Mike, Gilee & Sal 
Corral, Clark Davis, Robert Early, Cindy 
Higgins & family in the death of 
her Father,  Michelle Oben-
shain, Family of Hannon Rad-
ford,  Donald Stanley Sr., 
Sharon Stoneman, Robin Mills 
Walker & family, Pat Wirt 
Our Extended Church Family:  
Eddie & Deb Hannabass, Marion Hicks, 
Christi Hylton, Martha Moore, Katherine 
Poole, Bob Schuermann, Diane Shields, 
Debbie St. Clair, Josh Stokes 
(If you know of any updates to this list, please let 
the Church office know.)        

      *************************** 
Correction to Directory  

Mrs. Helen Saul (George) 
102 Kirkeenan Circle 

Morrisville, NC  27560-7094   
 

Mrs. Helen Saul (Herman) 
212 Houston Ave., NE 
Roanoke, Va.  24012 

 
Open Letter to Jane Taylor 
 
     Thank you so much for all you did 
for the Parish Life Dept.  All your many 
hours in the church kitchen and your 
kitchen cooking something that we 
needed.   
     You are a great cook and we appreci-
ate your time and efforts for us. 
    Your hours were irregular sometimes 
before day light but you were always 
ready to help.   
     We are praying that a cure will be 
found for your vision and we will be 
thinking of you as well as missing you. 
 
With love and appreciation, 
Barbara Farmer, Nellie Moore, and Par-
ish Life Dept. 

“Christmas Morning” 

 

 
Before getting out of bed…. 

Let’s remember to pray…. 

Lord, thank you so much…. 

For this Christmas day…. 

Your gift to the world…. 

On that night long ago…. 

A savior was born…. 

In a stable so low…. 

As we give to others…. 

With love in our hearts…. 

May the true meaning of Christmas…. 

From us never depart…. 

Our hearts full of joy…. 

A smile on our face…. 

As we greet each other…. 

With a loving embrace…. 

You have taught us dear Lord…. 

To share  with those in need… 

For it’s more blessed to give…. 

Than it is to receive! 

 

 

By:  Pat Lumsden 

December 11, 2009 

 

 


