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The Belmont Christian 
A wi tness  to  the  past ,  a  too l  for  the  present  and a  window on the  fu ture  of  Belmont  Chris t ian  Church !  

The Symbol of the 

Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) 

     We have grown ups 
wanting to be the star Foot-
ball player that makes the 
long last minute throw for 
the touchdown that wins 
the game, or the star 
pitcher who pitches the 
“perfect” game that wins 
the World Series.  We all 
dream of being the one 
person who makes that 
great difference out on the 
field of play, but to be 
truthful, most of us watch 
from the sidelines or up in 
the bleachers as others 
throw the long pass or 
pitch the perfect game. 
How we long for some way 
to be off the bench. 

Bench  
Warmers 

 
     My son has one of those 
“funny” sports T-shirts.  The 
one that has some clever 
quote of some kind on it. 
This one asks the question 
“How warm is the bench?” 
on the front corner pocket. 
On the reverse side of the 
shirt is the printed response 
of the wearer, “I wouldn’t 
know!”  This shirt brings 
with it some sort of claim by 
the wearer that they are too 
busy out on the field of play 
to be aware of the condition 
on the bench.  There is also 
the hint that the wearer is in 
some sort of state of higher 
activity and participation 
over that of the reader. 
 

     In the church, Jesus 
calls each one of us to take 
up our cross and follow 
him.  He also calls us to go 
into the entire world and 
proclaim the good news of 
the Gospel to everyone that 
we come into contact with. 
To do this type of ministry, 
we are given a challenge to 
move out of our steady 
state of existence into a 
more robust type of life.  In 
sports talk nomenclature 
we must get off of the 
bench and get into the game. 
 

Upcoming Calendar 

• Sunday, November 1, 
Friendship Time following 
Worship, 12:30 pm Hand-
bells, Hunger Buster Begins 

• Monday, November, 2, 6:30 
pm Worship Department 

• Wednesday, November 4, 
5:15 pm wonderful Wednes-
day, 6:00 pm Adult Bible 
Study & Youth Group, 7:00 
pm Cabinet Meeting 

• Thursday, November 5, 
10:30 am Knitting, 7:00 pm 
Choir 

• Friday, November 6, Church 
Women United @ Loudon 
Ave. Christian Church, 9:45  
am-Noon Luncheon 

     Bless you for not only caring for those 
less fortunate but for taking action.  Your 
recent school donation is just one of the 
many ways your church positively impacts 
those less fortunate in the Roanoke Valley. 
 
     On behalf of the PCC-Kids and PCC-
Clients who will receive your supplies, 
please accept our heartfelt thank you! 

A Note of Thanks From The 

Presbyterian Community 

Center 

 Thanks To All 

 
     My sincere thanks to all of my church family 
for the gift of the wonderful stole presented to 
me at the Installation Service.  
 

      It will be a gift that I will 
long remember and cherish all 
of my life and ministry.   I love 
being your pastor. 
 
 

Rev. Craig Rutherford 

      

(Cont’d on page 2) 
This Needs Your  

Attention Now 

 
 Don’t forget to set your clocks 
back one hour Saturday before 
you go to bed.  Daylight Saving 
Time ends. 
 
Next Elders’ Breakfast will be 
Saturday, November 14th at 8:30 
am. 
 
Schedules for the NEW YEAR 
need to be in the office no later 
than the 1’st Sunday in Decem-

ber please. 

 

Remember our sick and shut-ins 
with prayer and cards. 
 
Start bringing your food this Sun. 



News From Around the Church 

PAGE 2 THE BELMONT CHRISTIAN VOLUME 56 ISSUE 90 

 
Attendance Figures:   
Sunday School Attendance:  59 
Worship Attendance:  124 
 

Offerings and Income:  
Current and Mission:  $3,428.99 
Building Fund:  $40.00  
Memorials:  $00 
Grand Total :  $3,468.00  

Prayer Cues for Belmonters 

 
As you go to God in prayer this week, consider 
including the following prayer cue in your devo-

tions.  

 
 
Lift the hurts from 
our hearts dear Lord, 
and help us to for-
give others as you 
forgive us. 
 

        Amen 
                                  

Pastor’s Pen   (cont’d from page 1) 

Even the linemen of the team are on 
the field and not sitting on the side-
lines.  They are out doing the work 
of the team and working for the same 
goals of the team. 
 
     What my son’s t-shirt should be 
reminding us is that we are called to 
be an active participant in the lives 
of the church, and through this, the 
lives of all those that we touch.  We 
should never be concerned with the 
question of “how warm is the 
bench”.  We all should be out on the 
field being a part of the team.  Get 
involved and get playing.  It is first 
and 10 and the play has been called. 
Come on out and play. 
 
     Praying for you as I hope that you 
are praying for me 
 
 Craig 
 

Church Women United  

In The Roanoke Valley 

World Community Day 

Our Stewardship for the 

Past Week  

 

     God does not want us to watch 
the world from the sidelines, but to 
be openly engaging all of those that 
God has placed on the planet and in 
our lives. It is in the interaction of 
Christians with the world around 
them that we truly find the type of 
living that God wishes for God’s 
family.  God does not want a bunch 
of bench warmers who sit on the 
sidelines and only stand to some-
times cheer for others who are out 
on the playing field.  God wants 
God’s people to be a people whose 
only desire is to be getting into the 
game.  God wants people who want 
to be a part of the world and minis-
tries that God wishes. 
 
     In any game there are many po-
sitions that can be filled.  We may 
not all be the star running back or 
the great quarterback, but we can be 
the lineman who was there at the 
right spot and time to set up the way 
for the team to run the ball in for the 
touchdown.  

Date:  November 6, 2009 
Place:  Loudon Ave. Christian Church 
            730 Loudon Ave. 
            Roanoke, Virginia 
Phone:  342-8852 
 
Schedule:  9:45 AM Registration 
                 10:15 AM Bible Study 
                 10:45 AM Business Session 
                 11:00 AM Program 
                 Noon      Lunch 
 
This will be a luncheon meeting.  The 
cost of the lunch is $5.00.  Please call the 
church by November 2 to make your res-
ervation 
 
There will be a collection for Church 
World  Service taken at this meeting. 

How to Contact the Pastor 
 

Home:  540-890-4454  (Directory has 
incorrect listing)  
 Cell:  540-598-0738  (There is voice 
mail) 
E-Mail:  minister   craig3@juno.com 
( I check this most days) 
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The Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids ConnectionThe Belmont Kids Connection 

 Our youth groups 
and Sunday School 
programs have now 
been happening for 
almost two months and 
we are still searching 

for volunteers.  We are most grateful to 
Sharon Stoneman, Loni Stoneman, and 

Gail Sparks who have volunteered to work 
with our JYF youth group (age 4-third 
graders).  We are still in need of someone 
to lead that group on the fourth Wednesday 
night of the month.  It only requires one 
hour once a month.  Lessons and supplies 
are provided.  We also need another person 
to assist with our ChiRho youth group 
(grades 4-6).  Again, that requires one hour 
once a month. 
 And if Wednesday nights are not possi-
ble, how about volunteering to teach our 
children’s Sunday School class???  That 
only requires one hour about every two 
months.  Our children and youth need your 
help.  Won’t you please say YES!!!?  You 
won’t regret it.  Contact Pastor Elaine or 
Carol Clarkson. 

 Our oldest 
youth group, the 
CYF, has been 
very busy mak-
ing plans for the 
u p c o m i n g 

months.  They are an excited group of 
young people, mostly guys, who meet 
faithfully every Wednesday evening, 
and occasionally on Sunday afternoons 
after church.  They are also pretty faith-
ful to Sunday School and worship each 
week.  It is a great group. 
 In the upcoming month, they have 
the following events planned: 
 *Tuesday, November 3rd—12:00-    
3:00—work at the Habitat for Humanity 
Store on Salem Avenue. 
 *Sunday, November 8th—12:30-
 ??? - lunch and trip to Layman Family 
Farm for hayrides, corn maze and fun.  
Each person will need to bring a change 
of clothes and $8.  We will leave 

Search is Still On 

Hunger Buster 2009 

 
     B e l m o n t ’ s 
Hunger Buster 
begins this Sun-
day, November 
1st.   
 
     For the next 
two weeks, the 
Outreach De-

partment is asking each Belmont fam-
ily to fill a grocery bag (which will be 
available in the Narthex) with non-
perishable food products and place it in 
the second floor hallway.  This year’s 
food drive ends Sunday, November 
15th.   
 
     The items collected will be taken to 
the Presbyterian Community Center for 
distribution for those southeast clients 
who are in need.  By your participation 
in this Outreach activity, you will be 
helping those in need have a better 
Thanksgiving. 

 

A Note from Gilee: 

Dearest Church Family, 
    Hello from London!!  Wow, I can’t 
believe it’s almost been a month since I 
left.  And what a month it has been.  
The first week was a mess, trying to 
find somewhere to live, find the cam-
pus, registering for classes, etc.  All the 
while dragging all my worldly posses-
sions around London’s buses (“the 
tubes”).  I was so fortunate to be picked 
off the waiting list for university hous-
ing, and right behind a world-famous 
museum no less.  Sal will be very 
happy when he gets here. 
 I love this city.  It is friendly, walk-
able, beautiful and has so many people 
from all over the world.  But it’s not 
home...I miss you all and think about 
you often.  My going away party was 
wonderful.  Thank you for your well 
wishes, and the gifts.  Thanks for the 
laughs and hugs and for taking care of 
Sal. 
     May God Bless you all...and you 
kids stay out of trouble. 
Gilee Corral 

    

  The handbell choir meets 
every Sunday at 12:30 pm 
following the Worship Ser-
vice.  This will continue 
through the month of No-
vember. 
 
     We are blessed with the 
leadership of Jennifer Smith as she heads 
up this wonderful music ministry. 
 
     This plays an important part of The 
Hanging of The Greens, to be presented the 
first Saturday in December, and also our 
Christmas music. 
 
     Thanks to each of you who is taking a 
part in this special ministry. 
 
     Please see Jennifer Smith with any ques-
tions or for more information. 
 
      

straight from church. 
     *Friday, November 27th—8:00 p.m.
– 8:00 a.m.—possibly Lock In at the 
church. 
 The youth are also offering an out-
reach program to the congregation.  
They would like to offer their help to 
anyone in the church who needs their 
leaves raked, garages cleaned, etc.  
They are going to begin a “Handy Man 
Service” to church members who need 
help.  If you are interested, please see 
Pastor Elaine, Allison Clarkson, or Gail 
Sparks to sign up. 
 Many good things are happening 
with our CYF.  If you are in grades 
seven through twelve, or so, please 
come and join us for 
this great ministry!  
See you Sunday 
m o r n i n g s  a n d 
Wednesday eve-
nings!!! 

Handbells 

Upcoming Youth Events (Older Youth) 



 For Your Information 
          News You Can Use             

Belmont Christian Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Still the friendly church on the corner! 
 

See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!See YOU this Sunday!    
Visit us on the web at: www.belmontchristianchurch.net 
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 Prayer List: 
Our Church Family: Foster Askew,  
Joseph & Jennifer Bailey & family, Carol 
Clarkson & family in the death of her 
Step-Father, Family of Joan Collins in 
her passing, Gilee & Sal Corral,  Robert 

Early, Barbara Farmer, 
Barry Fisher, Georgia Gil-
bert, Lisa  Hawley & fam-
ily,  Debbie Cromwell-
Heck, Helen Smith Kin-
grey, Roger Law,  Bill 
Moody, Doug Moore, Mi-

chelle & Jon Obenshain, Vickie Smith & 
family, David Snyder, Donald Stanley 
Sr., Coy Weaver, Lena Wells, Robbin 
Womack 

Our Extended Church Family:  Dream 
E’Avanzo,  Jo Ann Bibb, Jason & Jenni-
fer Blair, Caleb Brown, Gordon & Mitzi 
Brown & family,  Isabel Chapman , Mike 
David, Family of Carol Drewery, Jerry 
Fernatt, Deb & Eddy Hannabass, Dr. Dan 
Harrington & family, Merridee Hatton,  
Leo Hirshbrunner, Raymond Johnson,  

Doug Lam, Mike Monk, Martha Moore, 
Rita Nicely, daughter, & family, Tonya 
Peters & family,  Dean Schrumpf, Bob 
Schuermann, Bill Smith, Jay Smith, Sis-
ters of Mary Spradlin, (Laura & Vir-
ginia), Debbie St Clair, Betty Wheeley, 
Pete Yeatts 
(If you know of any updates to this list, please let 
the Church office know.)                                                                                                                                                                          

   
 

You Are Invited!! 

 
All members are invited 
to an “Open House party 
at the home of Rev. 
Craig Rutherford and 
family.  The party will be 
a come and go with 
goodies provided.  The 
date will be November 
7th from 2:00 pm until 5:00 pm.  We 
hope to see all of the members of 
“Belmont Christian” there. 

“Lift The Hurts” 
 

Lift the hurts from our hearts Dear Lord... 
As only you can do... 

We cannot be perfect Dear Lord... 
We only need to please you.! 

 
All you expect of us.. 

Is to try and do our best.. 
Doesn’t matter what others think… 

By your hand we are blessed! 
 

So help us to be forgiving… 
When  unkind words are spoken... 

And remember you always forgive us… 
To you we are beholden. 

 
Sometimes we are made to feel…. 

That what we do is not good enough…. 
But as long as we focus on you… 

The rest is only stuff! 
 

So thank you Lord for hearing our needs... 
Our hearts and spirits you lift… 

You are what it is about Dear Lord… 
What a wonderful pre-

cious gift! 
 

By:  Pat Lumsden 
 


