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The Belmont Christian 
A wi tness  to the past,  a  too l  for  the  present and a window on the  fu ture  of  Belmont Chr is t ian Church!  

The Symbol of the 

Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) 

 

Justice 
 

      Since the recent outcome 

of the Casey Anthony jury 

trial, there have been many 

commentaries given by televi-

sion and radio personalities 

around the subject of ñjusticeò 

and whether or not justice was 

given in this case. It is not 

important to this discussion of 

today if you agreed with the 

jury, or if you were one of 

those who felt hurt by the ver-

dict; what I would like to be 

the focus is the concept of 

justice and by whose guide-

lines justice is seen.  It can be 

extremely important to us 

which choice we make when 

we choose the justice system 

we are going to use. 

 

      One of the common factors 

that can be witnessed in view-

ing how someone sees proper 

Upcoming Calendar 

 

¶ Sunday, July 31, NO Friend-

ship Time, SRCP 5th Sun-

day Gathering, Belmont 
Presbyterian  (See article 

front page, below) 

¶ Monday, August 1, 6:30 pm 

Worship Dept. 

¶ Thursday, August 4, NO 

Knitting,  NO Choir 

Southeast Roanoke Christian Partnership 5th Sunday Gathering 

This Needs Your  

Attention Now 

 

Read your newsletter in its 

entirety and mark up-

coming events on your 

calendar . 

 

Remember to send cards, 

visit or call our sick and 

shut-ins. 

 

Reminder: There will be 

NO Eldersô Breakfast for 

August.  The next will be 

Saturday, September 10 @ 

8:30 am. 

Congratulations 

Pairs & Spares 

On 100% 

July 17! 

 

     Sunday, July 31, 2011 is our Fifth Sunday Gathering of SRCP at Belmont 

Presbyterian Church, located at 1005 Ninth Street, SE.   Make plans to be 

there.  Not only are they hosting a Covered-Dish Supper at 5:30 pm, but it 

will be followed by a Hymn Sing. 

 

      They will furnish Meat, Bread, and Beverages.  Please come up with the side dishes and dessert 

and join in on the fun and fellowship 

 

     For those of you who were not here on Sunday to get the announcement in the 

bulletin, a count is needed in order to make their plans.  Please call the church 

office @ 343-7502 and let Pat know as soon as possible.  See you there!  

justice is in the manner in 

which the person who per-

forms the crime is seen. If 

this person is seen as being 

ñoutsideò  the norms of soci-

ety, than that person may be 

seen as being guilty just on 

the grounds of association. In 

the case of Casey Anthony, 

her behavior during the 30 

days after the disappearance 

of her child caused many to 

view her as acting contrary to 

some understood ñnormalò 

form of behavior. By falling 

into this perceived category, 

Casey was beginning to be 

viewed as guilty even before  

any evidence or the body of 

her daughter was found. 

 

      In his book ñI See Satan 

Fall Like Lightning,ò Reneô 

Girard lays out what he sees 

as a circular progression that 

humans follow in dealing 

with justice. In step one, 

some wrong is discovered to 

exist. This wrong causes dis-

course within the body of the 

community and is therefore 

removed from the commu-

nity. In step two, the commu-

nity must define where the 

wrong is located.  It is impor-

tant in this step that there  is 

only one source for the dis-

course. Therefore, only one 

person can be the cause.  In 

the third step, the source of 

discourse must be eliminated. 

This can be done by casting 

that person out of the com-

munity or by destroying that 

person.  

 

      Girard points out that 

even where the discourse has 

been done away with, there is 

a following step where the 

community moves back to 

what it hopes is a state of 

harmony only to discover that 

the discourse or wrong within 

the community still exists. 

This discovery causes the 

whole process to be repeated 

over and over again without 

ever ridding the community 
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Attendance Figures: 

July 17, 2011 

Sunday School:  63 

Worship Attendance:  104 

Memorials for:  

                  None today 

           

                    

July 24, 2011 
Sunday School:  66 

Worship Attendance:   121   

Memorials for: 

None Today          

 

 

Prayer Cues for Belmonters 

 
As you go to God in prayer this week, consider 
including the following prayer cue in your devo-

tions.  
   

 

Father in heaven, we 

thank you for who you 

are.  Help us to stand to-

gether as Christians for 

what is right and Holy. 

 

          Amen 

                                  

Pastorôs Pen     (contôd from page 1) 

Donôt Forget!! 
 

First Stained Glass 

Class begins  Thursday, 

July 28th at 7:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Dinner Club info :  

 (see Carrie Rutherford) 

 

Confessing the Beati-

tudes:  A Faith Journey  

(see Pastor Elaine) 

 

 

Red Sox Baseball 

Game: will take place on 

Sunday, August 14 at 4:00 

pm.  The Church Growth 

department extends an invitation to any-

one who would like to attend.  See Alli-

son Clarkson for the cost and details.  

Call the church office, as we need an ac-

curate count. 

 

8th Annual Belmont 

Christian Church 

Car Show, Bake 

Sale & 1st Annual 

Craft Bazaar is scheduled for Sep-

tember 24 from  9:00 amð2:00 pm.  

(Rain date:  October 1) 

 

Future CWU Meeting 
will be held on Friday, Sep-

tember 23 at Shiloh Baptist 

Church.  For more informa-

tion watch your newsletter of see Faye 

Askew. 

 

 

of the discourse.  

 

      On her nationally televised show, 

Joyce Behar, stated that a ñjustò God 

would send Casey to hell.  There was no 

time during the program to ask what if 

God did not do that.  Would that make 

God ñunjustò or would it cause us to 

view justice in a different way.  What if 

the grace and mercy that we so often ask 

of God in our own prayers was then 

given to one like Casey. Would this be 

too much for us to imagine and cause us 

to turn away from God, or would this be 

an expansion of our understanding of 

God? 

 

      In the book of Exodus 33:19 God is 

reported as saying, ñI will have mercy on 

whom I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have com-

passion.ò God has always reserved the 

authority to be the final arbiter of justice 

and mercy.  It is therefore not our per-

sonal concept of justice that God uses, 

but one that is beyond.  How many of us 

could live up to our own concept of jus-

tice and would be condemned by it?  If a 

ñjustò God must send someone like Casey to 

hell, then that same ñjustò God would have to 

send someone like Joyce Behar or someone 

like us there also.  

 

       Be thankful that Godôs justice is differ-

ent from our justice.  That God can forgive 

us of our sins should remind us that God 

could forgive others of their sins as well. I 

once viewed a painting of what was a large 

crowd standing before the throne room of 

God.  As you would expect there were faces 

of people from many different ethnic origins. 

Many were dressed in their native costumes 

to show the vast peoples of the earth.  What 

made this painting different though was that 

the painter had added some faces of people 

that most of us would in no way consider 

finding at Godôs feet.  There were Adolf Hit-

ler, Mao, Ayatollah Khomeini, and Jack the 

Ripper at Godôs feet praising God. Timothy 

McVeigh stood there with 

tears in his eyes as he beheld 

the Glory of God.  

 

       This little picture chal-

lenged the viewer to rethink 

their understanding of Mercy 

and to see that if God was 

willing to forgive them of their 

sins, many as there were, God must be able 

to forgive those who we would find unfor-

giveable.  That is the Glory of God.  

 

      Praying for you as I hope that you are 

praying for me. 

 

Pastor Craig            

http://www.sodahead.com/united-states/should-lara-logan-not-have-gone-to-egypt/question-1521029/
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The Belmont Kids Connection  
 Please come out this Friday night, the 

29th for a great evening of fun.  The 

CYF will be hosting a neighborhood 

Drive-In Movie at 9:00 p.m.  Bring your 

lawn chairs and blankets and come to the 

side parking lot where we will be watch-

ing ñToy Story 3.ò  The CYF will also be 

selling concessions for a fund raiser.  It 

will be a good night!! 

 The following Sunday, Aug. 7th, we 

have 3 of our youth going to New Cove-

nant Camp at Craig Springs.  They are:  

Nathaniel Davis, Phillip Davis, and 

Grayson Blair.  Also, Pastor Elaine will 

be serving as the director for this week 

and Sam Austin will be a 

counselor. 

 We will be well repre-

sented at camp over the 

next two weeks.  Please 

take a few minutes and 

drop a note to each of 

these young people while 

they are away and please 

pray for their week, that 

God will touch them and excite them to 

serve Him.  The camp address is: Craig 

Springs Camp, 30 Craig Springs Circle, 

New Castle, VA  24127. 

 Also, please be in worship this Sun-

day, the 31st when we will commission 

all of our campers. 

Remember our Campers and Staff at Craig Springs 

have happened without our many volun-

teers who came and worked diligently.  

Thanks goes out to Barbara Blair and 

Joyce Chewning for heading up the 

kitchen and our meals each evening.  

Thanks also to their helpers: Faye Askew, 

Glenna Lee, Frank Sparks, Bonny 

Sparks.  They did a super job!  Our other 

volunteers included: Mike Burton, Loni 

Stoneman, Sharon Stoneman, Vicky 

Blair, Carrie Rutherford, Craig Ruther-

ford, Maegan Puckett, Robert Linken-

hoker, Michelle Novitsky, Jennifer 

Smith, Vicki Newburn, Hayley Burnett, 

Hazel Moody, Elaine Michaels, Sarah 

Monar, Nancy Stanley, Alice Tripp, 

James Hoilman, Conner Rutherford, 

Camron Saunders, Ronald Barbour, 

Keilie Martin, Will Gamble, Sam Aus-

tin, Mallory Austin, and Bill Austin.  

Then to those who came out in the heat 

and worked hard for the carnival, on top of 

some who had worked all week and then 

helped with the carnival as well:  Charles 

Taylor, Garland Ballengee, Mike Terry, 

Chonita Terry, Thomas LaPrade, Jesse 

Womack, Robbin Womack, Emilee Hig-

gins, Randy Blair, and Lorena Garnand. 

Drive In Movie 

     We have worked very hard recruiting 

children and youth to go to camp, raising 

funds to send them there, and preparing 

for their departure.  And we need to say a 

very big THANK YOU to all of the mem-

bers of Belmont who have given to this 

great cause! The time has 

finally come!  This coming 

Sunday, July 31st, 10 of our 

young people will travel over 

the mountain to Craig 

Springs for a week of fun and 

learning more about Godôs 

Spirit and our daily walk with 

God.  Those attending 

Ruôach Camp at Craig 

Springs next week will be: Camron 

Saunders, Ronald Barbour, Keili Mar-

tin, Will Gamble, Erin Sparks, Mallory 

Austin, Sam Austin, Joey Sparks, Con-

ner Rutherford, and Jesse Womack.  
Also serving as a counselor will be Alli-

son Clarkson. 

 

 VBS and  

Carnival  

A Big 

 Success!! 

 
 It was a great week of fun and ex-

citement.  Our 2011 Vacation Bible 

School has come and gone, but not with-

out a lot of fun, fellowship and great 

memories.  We weathered the heat, but 

found lots of warmth in the fellowship of 

the children and helpers.  We reached 

out to 28 children last week, and had a 

total of 42 volunteers.  Lots of great 

comments have been made about the 

success of our ñshortened week,ò and the 

carnival to conclude the week. 

 The Education Department and the 

Church Growth Department combined 

forces to carry out the work of the event.  

A HUGE, HUGE THANK YOU to 

Marsha Burton and Allison Clarkson 
for carrying the main weight of the 

week.  THANK YOU also to Carol 

Clarkson for her many contributions.  

But the success of the week could not 

You are Invited 

 
     On Saturday, Septem-

ber 3, there will be a cele-

bration held in the Fel-

lowship Hall from 2-5 

pm.  The Special Occasion is in honor of 

Gordon and Barbara Blairôs 50th Wed-

ding Anniversary.  Everyone is wel-

come!   

     Please RSVP to Vicky or Randy Blair 

@ 342-2616. 

      

 

Committee For 

Home-Coming 

2012 

 
     If you are interested  in 

being on the Committee 

for Home-Coming for 2012, please sign 

up.  You will find the sign-up sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall on the Bulletin 

Board. 

     We will then follow up with a meet-

ing to be announced. 

Watch your Newsletter: 
  Fall is just around the corner.  It will 

be time to kick off a new year of Sunday 

School, Childrenôs Worship & Wonder, 

and youth groups.  Where do you fit in?  

How can you help?  Pray hard and watch 

for opportunities to serve our youth and 

children.!!  We need YOU!!!  



 For Your Information  
          News You Can Use             

Belmont Christian Church  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Still the friendly church on the corner!  

 

See YOU this Sunday!  
Visit us on the web at: www.belmontchristianchurch.net 

The Belmont Christian 
A publication of: 

Belmont Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
 

Service Times: 
Sunday School: 9: 45 AM 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM 

 

 

Rev. Craig Rutherford, Sr. Minister 
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Pastor Rutherford:  540.890-4454 
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1101 Jamison Avenue 

Roanoke, VA 24013 
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 Prayer List: 
Our Church Family:  Faye & Foster 

Askew,  Larry Covington & family, San-

dra Craft,   Jean David, Erica Derrick & 

family, Verone & Bob Dyer, Debbie 

Vromwell Heck,  Letha Holland, Winnie 

Jamison, Kimberly 

Nuckles & family, 

Our Church, Our 

Youth, Alma Pol-

la rd ,  Frances 

RunyonHelen Saul, 

Alburn & Eunice 

Smith, Alyce Tripp 

& family, Pat Wirt 

& family 

Our Extended Church Family:  All 

branches of Military services, Hayden 

Barton family, Rosilee Bentley, Bo 

Berry,  Donna Clarkson,  Matthew But-

ler, Dwight Fizer, Emmett French, Don 

Greenwood, Becky Herzog, Angela 

Hicks, Walter Hinkley, Barbara Leffell,  

Brandon Linkenhoker, Paige Longe-

necker, Pam Mayo,   Steve Monar, Mar-

tha Moore, Derek Painter, People of Nor-

way,  Danny & Jessica Price, Steve, 

Sharon & Thomas Rexrode, Roanoke 

College Choir for safe travel to England, 

Grace Rock, George Rosenberger, Kyle 

& Joy Rottkamp, Dana Rutherford & 

children, Zach & Charity, Mike & Sara 

Shuler, Walker Sydnor, Amy Thompson, 

Linda Young & family 

 

(If you know of any updates to this list, please let the 

Church office) 

You are cordially 

invited to  

 our wedding  

on Tuesday,  

August 9, 2011 

at 7:00 pm 

 

Belmont Christian Church 

1101 Jamison Ave., SE 

Roanoke, Virginia  24013 

 

Paul Aliff 

& Archara Maleewech 

 

Reception to follow in the Parlor 

RSVP 

to: Paul Aliff  

@ 521-7735 
A Message From the  

Nominating Committee 

 
     Please be aware, there will be an insert 

in this coming Sundayôs bulletin.  It is a 

request for suggestions related to the slate 

of officers for 2012. 

     Your cooperation is greatly appreci-

ated.  Place in the offering plate when 

passed, and we thank you! 

PCC desperately  needs your help!  

Thereôs never enough food and the need is 

so great.  The most needed items are Beef 

Stew, Treet, Canned & Dry Beans, Canned 

Veggies, Oatmeal, Cereal, Fresh Produce, 

Baby Formula, Tuna, Salmon, Rice, Pasta, 

Chicken Noodle Soup, Tomato Soup, Pea-

nut Butter, Jelly, Pork & Beans, and all 

sizes Baby Diapers.  We also need tutors, 

mentors, & helping hands!  Can you help? 


